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Dear Participants, Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is a great pleasure for me to be here today
to address the Opening Ceremony of the 2005
International Taxation Academy. On behalf of the
Ministry of Finance, I cordially welcome all of you
to attend the training program. In addition to our
local participants, this year we are also happy to
welcome six participants from overseas, from
Guatemala, Hungary, Mongolia, The Philippines,
Poland, and Palestine.

As we are all aware, taxation serves as a vital
financial resource for all levels of government. Tax
regimes also help to rationalize income distribution
and the tax burden. And further, the training of tax
officers has been recognized as an important role

for the smooth operation of tax regimes, particular-

Lecturer: Mr. Dennis Calfee

ly in the process of enhancing tax administration
services and improving tax compliance.

As some background to the role of the
Academy, the first training program was held in
1984. Over the years, over 460 local tax officers
and over 140 foreign tax officers from more than
45 countries have attended courses at the Academy.
Many of those who have attended have taken posi-
tions at policy decision-making levels. Thus, the
Academy has not only provided training programs
for the cultivation of talented tax officials, but has
also perhaps played a useful part in aiding the
establishment of maintenance of sound and effi-
cient tax systems in other economies.

With regard to the content of the courses
offered at the Academy, while the focus in earlier
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courses was on fundamental tax theories, these
days, in order to meet the challenges presented by
the rapid changes in the market place, various new
courses are offered. And, as you are aware, this
year the courses will focus on Tax Administration
Reform in the U.S.A. and the Taxation of Trusts.

Also, a further feature of the Academy is the
opportunity which it affords to tax officers from
different places and backgrounds to exchange and
share points of view with each other. This variety of
interaction adds greatly to the benefits to be gained
from attending the course.

And so in conclusion here, I would like to
acknowledge the funding support from the Ministry
of Finance and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and
also assistance from faculty of the School of Law at
the Southern Methodist University,
which are all key factors in assist-
ing in the operation of the
Academy.

And so, with the background
which I have just outlined, I am
confident that in the coming two
weeks in the Academy you will all
acquire both more knowledge and
more skills in the field of your pro-
fession, and I would like to wish all
success to the Academy. Thank you
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