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Dialogue 2 : Don’t stick your nose in my business.

Stan: | heard you have a crush on Joseph!

Teresa: Who told you that?

Stan: A little bird told me. So, is that true?

Teresa: What do you care? Mind your own business.

Stan: Don’t be so serious. | was just curious.

Teresa: Curiosity killed the cat!

Stan: | think Joseph is smart, handsome, and funny. It looks like you’ve
found your Mr. Right.

Teresa: Listen, Stan. You'll be sorry if you keep sticking your nose in

my business.
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MEBMREREABETR - EEE Y BRIt - BBEZALUE Have
a crush on someone FRZE/REEAMNSHEREE - 21[F crush WER -
REZERHESNEEH T ERERTY -
[ [EZE=31 ] : be attracted to; be infatuated; be in love with;
have chemistry
[ #5571 ] : hate; hostile; loathsome; malicious; abhorrent
[ZABIA] : Tom told me that he’s having a crush on Mike’s girlfriend.
a little bird told me JEERETFEEEUEE
A little bird told me R B RIEFTIEEINVE ERRE — U AR
WRZE - FEFRENSEFMEEESE ? TRARNEHRE  BFK
HZRAVE R ? RARBLE RN A S 2R E R E S 52 |
[ [@Z=5A] : straight from the horse mouth
[ &F53] : open and aboveboard; unambiguous; unreserved; direct
FAGIA] : Alittle bird told me that you’re going to get married next
month.
Curiosity killed the cat X#FZ5mE L RilE
Curiosity killed the cat It JF & K/ KB4 & s B — E AT
7 - EHNEREREAFAFVENREREREGRE CERAVEN
/8o LLAIRENFREEZIRI S BEM AMEATFTLIE—BRE
RARBEFSRIAEWMMELE -BEREK T IATFFEENHR -
[ @& ] questioning; querying; intruding;rubbernecking; peeping
[ ®Z=F351] : calm; undisturbed; peaceful; self-possessed; cool-headed
EABIA ] : Please mind your own business. Curiosity killed the cat.
sticking your nose in my business FTERIAB T
Don’t stick your nose in my business 5~ ZE/RAVEF HIEHH
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[[@&E=35A] : annoying; interrupting; in one’s hair; ruffling; troubling; nagging
[ ®&=% ] : mind one’ own business
ERFIA ] : Listen, if you keep sticking your nose in my business,
I'll knock your block off.
Dialogue 3: You’d better keep your nose to the grindstone.
Mom: What are you doing?
Son: | am just watching the new cartoon, Mom.
Mom: Turn off the TV and do your homework.
Son: But | am not ready for it. It’s only 20:00.
Mom: You’'ve been watching TV for 2 hours. Turn it off.
Son: Okay, okay. Just give me five more minutes.
Mom: If | told you once, I've told you a thousand times. Do it now.
Son: Oh, come on.
Mom: You should keep your nose to the grindstone on your final exam
from now on. You mark my words, young man. If you fail again,
you’ll be grounded.
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keep your nose to the grindstone B HI{E
BIRIMRNETFREEA L BREZRIRFEBRE N TFENZEA

Thi&E -
[[F&S5 ] | industrious; diligent; hard-working;busy as a bee; eager-
beaver
[ &3] - lazybones; lie-abed; do-nothing; twiddle one’s thumib; dallier
[ERA/IA] : Turn off the TV and keep your nose to the grindstone now.
You mark my words E5ERECFHERAVER
You mark my words. & EBILRERWEAFFNEEOE -
WELES - IREH AR LUEEEFEER -
[ E&FF=A] : listen carefully; keep one’s ears open; pay attention; listen
hard
[ ®ZES:A ] ¢ turn a deft ear; not pay attention; absent-mined; unaware
[ZEAFIA ] : You mark my words, young man. Don’t fool around with
your fair-weather friends. Time is money.
Dialogue 4: To buy a new car will cost you an arm and a leg.
Derek: Did | tell you | saw Peter a couple of days ago?
Clare: No. What happened to him?
Derek: Nothing. But you should take a look at his new convertible.
It's so fabulous.
Clare: So what?
Derek: Honey, | think we should buy a new car.
Clare: Not on your life! We can’t afford it. Besides, you just bought
a new car last year.
Derek: It was two years ago.
Clare: Get real, Derek. We don’t have any budgets to get a new car. Do

you know how much it will cost us to buy a new convertible? I'll
cost us an arm and a leg.

Derek: Maybe we can make a trade-off with the car dealer.

Clare: If you really want to buy a new car, it will be over my dead body!
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R AMESTY | BfTaERNE - B - REFEAREST -
Hinse - RMEANET °

KR BERERE Bk o BfIRBZHRNATEEENE © /RA
AEERFTHEERLOER ? BARETLLBM—KRE
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SR st AT
fabulous EEFFRY ; EERY
R RRFEBNBARSCARKIETNZESH -
[ [FIZ&=5a ] : incredible; unbelievable; surprised;astounding; tremendous
[ &5 ] : boring; dull; tedious; uninspiring; tiring; tiresome; nothing
[EREHIA ] : You should take a look at my new cell phone. It's fabulous.
Not on your life ;& F{RI8£BHIAE
HiERUERASEAERENER 0 Not on your life 3EE—HEZ
FEETHNEECERLE @ R EETIREERIIE -
[[EIZ=Fz]  noway; out of the question; impossible; not to be thought of
[ k&3] : give the green light; give the go-ahead; grant; let have;support
[ZERAFIA] : A: "Do you want to get a new car ?"
B: "No way ! Not on your life."
Get real BFF—25
ZEERESR  EIAREBERS LEEAEERBRT B H
ZREBBNIES LIENERIBEFATELLE o 3258 get real WREHR
BREEHFMMMABRER—F  ~NEBMZ  N@ - BERE S AE
s - N2 7
[ [FIZ==57 ] : realistic; practical; pragmatic; down-to-earth; matter-of-fact
[ &5 ' idealist; daydreamer; castle-builder; sleepwalker
[ZHAFIA] : Getreal You can't afford to buy a new laptop. It's very
expensive.
costanarmandaleg JEEHIHE
MRBE—KEY R EEHEARNBEN  BEEEEARAEEER
FIRN—EREN—KRIR - SMRAMELAUESIERIERERERE
=HEY
[[RZEF5 ] : expensive; high-priced; costly; priceless
| === ] : cheap; inexpensive; low-priced; sale priced; discounted
EZAMIA] A "How much you paid for that new car?"
B: "An arm and a leg."
over my dead body #BETEHE
NEEEEBSEMULNIER ? EEREZNEH H RIS LR
T#@E  RERFEMAEERE?
[ [AZ&F=51] : not on one's life; when pigs fly;impossible
[ &S50 ] : give the green light; give the go-ahead; grant; let have;
support
[ERGIA] : A "Go bowling with Tina again?"
B: "A thousand times no. That will be over my dead body. "
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Part || - the Green Room Meeting
- “Every cloud has a silver lining.”

Last year, the year 2014, was chaotic
for the WTO. After having a great success in
Bali, Indonesia, in 2013, Members of the WTO
started enjoying the achievements of the Bali
Package — the major one being the Agreement
of Trade Facilitation (TFA). And, right after
finalizing the legal review of the TFA, Members
were working on a Protocol for inserting the
TFA into the Annex 1A of the WTO Agreement.
However, Members just saw the deadline for
the Protocol by 31st of July 2014 pass by
without anything in hand. There was a cloud
over Geneva.

The main reason for being unable to get
an agreement on the Protocol, was that India
expressed their concerns on not having a
solution for a “public stock holding program”
(also known as food security, in short), and
took the Protocol of the TFA as hostage.
Members of the WTO started a competition
of playing tug-of-war. Other major players of
the WTO began to take other issues of the
Bali Package as hostages of their own, by
saying “there is no business as usual, once we
cannot have an agreement on the Protocol.”
[t was clear that nothing would happen, if we
couldn’t have the Protocol. This brought the
WTO into a difficult situation, especially after
the joy of the expectation of having the first
new-born baby — the Agreement on Trade
Facilitation, since the WTO was established.
But, the baby was not delivered in time.

Just to make the story short; one of the
Bali Package accomplishments was “A set of
guidelines for Members to develop their non-
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reciprocal Rules of Origin applicable to goods
from the LDCs.” This package is also referred
to as Preferential Rules of Origin for the LDCs.
The CRO should annually review developments
in Preferential Rules of Origin applicable to
imports from LDCs and report to the General
Council and Sub-Committee on LDCs with a
report on the outcome of such a review. This
mandate brought me the opportunities to
attend the “Green Room meeting” hosted by
the Director General Roberto Azevedo of the
WTO, and meetings convened by Ambassador
Jonathan Fried, Chair of the General Council.

Where is the Green Room? The first
time | stepped into the DG’s office to attend
the Green Room meeting was on the 15th
of September 2014. | had no idea where the
room was, expecting to see a room in green
or surrounding by green plants. What an
imagination | had!

As the chair of the CRO, | did prepare to
present some good news at the meeting. |
expressed that since there were clouds over
Geneva, and the clouds were low, | saw the
reason why we all were having a wet summer.
As the chair of the CRO, | preferred to share
with the DG and other Ambassadors attended
the meeting, that “every cloud has a silver
lining.” At the CRO we had reached consensus
on how to review and report the results of
implementing the Preferential Rules of Origin
for LDCs. | wished to bring in some happy
news. However, the DG replied by saying,
“Yes, it was. But the situation seems to have
changed.” Indeed, | was too optimistic on one
single tree named Rules of Origin, and forgot
to see the whole forest. And, the DG assigned
the CRO to have an informal CRO meeting on
the 17th of September to find out the up-to-
date position of the Members.

Part Il - Through the silver lining
we can see the blue sky.

Two days later, on 17 September, 2014,
| hosted the informal CRO meeting. Some
members strongly expressed their position,
without having the Protocol of TFA; there was
no business as usual. However, they also
expressed their full commitment to implement
the whole Bali Package. While giving the floor

to Members and taking notes of Members'
comments, | realized that | had to make a
conclusion. In spite of no consensus being
reached, | quoted Members’ opinions by
saying “Thank you for all your comments, and
all your firm support on full implementation
of the Bali Package; however, with some
preconditions. | propose to keep this issue
on the agenda of the next CRO meeting,
provisionally.” There was no objection to my
proposal. It was so agreed.

Fortunately, the situation changed a little
bit. Members started to agree that despite
the unbalanced situation of the TFA and Food
Security issues on both sides of the scale, the
Bali decisions for LDCs should not be blocked.
In other words, the LDCs should not be
punished. The United States was supportive
of this, and allowed the Bali decisions for the
LDCs. So, the provisional agenda “Review and
Report on Implementation of Preferential Rules
of Origin for LDCs” was fixed and discussed at
the CRO meeting on 30 October 2014.

As for how to conduct the report, as
suggested by the Secretariat, should | make
an oral report to the Chair of the GC, taking
into account that Members might still have
concerns about the implementation issues of
the Bali decisions and to avoid further reports
to be discussed and reviewed at the meeting?
| was thinking that it should be easier to
have a written report to the GC to fulfill our
mandate, and the report itself could be simply
stated in several paragraphs expressing the
mandate from the Bali decision, the procedure
at the previous CRO meeting, and the review
conducted on Chilean notification. With this,
the CRO finally fulfilled the report.

While | was enjoying relaxation after
hosting the meeting, upon leaving the meeting
room there was a voice inside my mind, “We
have done the first ever implementation issue
of Bali decisions. Shouldn’t this be announced
to all Members?” So, | decided to go back
to the room and pick up two copies of the
report and then headed down to the DG's
office. | met with a colleague in the office and
recommended that she report to the DG our
achievement on implementing one of the Bali
decisions.

The next day, on 31 October 2014, the



DG hosted a Heads of Delegation meeting to
report that there had been no change in the
situation regarding the implementation of the
Bali Package. He urged members to continue
discussing three potential scenarios of ways
forward which emerged from consultations
with Members. In addition, he reported that,

“There is clearly a positive disposal
towards the LDC issues — and in
fact, there was some positive news
just yesterday on the Bali decision on
preferential rules of origin for LDCs.
Members have now delivered on an
aspect of this decision by providing the
first annual review of developments in this
area through the Committee on Rules of
Origin.
While many areas of work have stopped,
this is a pleasing indication that members
seem to want LDC work to continue —
though of course this must be as part of
the inter-linkages among those concentric
circles that | outlined at the TNC.”

This was just a tiny step for implementing
one of the Bali decisions. Together with the
whole membership we had done it. | felt very
honored to be the Chair of the CRO, at this
point in time.

Still on Rules of Origin ...

Before the last General Council meeting
of the year, on the 10t to 11th of December,
the Chair of the GC hosted a meeting
on December 31, inviting all Chairs of the
relevant bodies of the WTO regarding the
implementation of the Bali decisions, mainly
to collect information on the progress of those
decisions.

Again, | was invited to report the result
of review and report. | report the result of
the review and report of Preferential Rules
of Origin for the LDC issue to the GC Chair.
While | had the floor, | intentionally asked
the Chair whether | could report on another
important issue regarding the Harmonization
Work Programme (HWP) of Rules of Origin.
The HWP is a build-in negotiation agenda of
the Agreement on Rules of Origin, but has
been pending for several years. Since the
GC Chair had just referred the issue back to
the CRO to continue its work, it was deemed
necessary. | continued to ask for Ambassador
Fried's support to deliver some words at the
upcoming GC meeting on the HWP issue, and
to encourage Members' active engagement
in the future work of the HWP. Ambassador
Fried was so kind to accept my comment and
delivered the following message, at the GC
meeting on December 10th:

“On LDC matters, and regarding

; i ““2 5

Preferential Rules of Origin for LDCs, as

mandated by paragraph 1.10 of the Bali

Ministerial Decision, the Committee on

Rules of Origin has, at its 30 October

meeting, reviewed the developments

in preferential rules of origin applicable
to imports from LDCs. In the context
of the review, the Committee took note
of the rules associated to a preferential
scheme being implemented by Chile
and also heard a presentation about the

WTO database on Preferential Trade

Agreements. A report of that review was

circulated for consideration by the General

Council in document G/RO/76.

Still on rules of origin, not directly

related to the Bali Outcomes but to the

Harmonization Work Program, | should

note an exchange of letters between the

Chairman of the Committee on Rules of

Origin and myself as Chair of the General

Council. | circulated that exchange in

document G/RO/W/152. In that exchange

of letters, | informed the Chairman based
on the consultations | had with Members
on the issues he raised in his letter, and
my general sense was that Members wish
the Committee to continue its work as
it deems necessary, without seeking to
delegate upward to the General Council.

And | didn't get any further reactions from

Members having circulated that letter.”

As the Chair of the CRO, | did enjoy an
achievement with the Preferential Rules of
Origin for LDCs. However, the HWP will still
be one of the Members’ major concerns to
be focused on. | will grasp any opportunity
to express my concern on keeping the ball
running into the goal. The next day, | happened
to run into Ambassador Fried on the way
to the meeting room; | took the chance to
express my appreciation for his delivery on the
HWP issue. He encouraged me by saying, “It's
your turn to do it.” I said, “Yes, I'll do my best.”
The floor is yours.

A few days ago, while | was preparing to
share my stories, a friend of mine sent me a
link to the song “Ordinary Miracle” by Sarah
McLachlan. Here are some lines of the lyrics
that I’d like to share with you: “When you wake
up every day, please don’t throw your dreams
away. Hold them close to your heart, ’cause
we're all a part of the ordinary miracle.” ...
Hold your dream close to your heart; warm it
up. After then, when the Chair says “the floor
is yours,” don’t be nervous. Do share your
remarks with the Chair, and enjoy attending
the meeting.

May all your dreams come true!
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