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Honorable Guests,
Academy, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I am very happy to be here today to attend the
Closing Ceremony of the 2005 International Taxation

Participants in the

Academy, and, first, I would like to congratulate all
the participants on their completion of the course. I
know that all efforts have been made to ensure the
success of the course and I hope that you all feel that
you have profited from attendance on this course with
its focus on the reform of tax administration in the
United States, and also on the taxation of trusts.

With regard to the reform of tax administration in
Taiwan, we at the Ministry of Finance have undertaken
concrete measures to improve tax compliance through
the enhancement of our services. We have carried out
education in relation to tax awareness and also promo-
tion of tax compliance in seminars and at schools and

| we have also reinforced the use which we make of
advertisements in the mass-media. In addition, we have
also made efforts with regard to the standardization,
simplification, and automation of tax-related services.
Taxpayers in Taiwan may now file all kinds of tax
returns over the internet and also make tax payments
through various information technology-related chan-
nels such as via ATM's, an internet electronic wallet,
and credit card. Nevertheless, we do not feel that there
is room for us to be complacent, and the management
of the relationship with the taxpayer is a matter of deep
consideration at the Ministry, and now our challenges
are to carry out an organizational restructuring to a
more service-oriented tax administration in order to
drive improvements in the quality of our service, and
so, I know that learning of reforms of the tax adminis-
tration in the United States is of benefit in this area.
With regard to the taxation of trusts, our Trust
Law was promulgated in January, 1996. To cope with
the issues raised as a result in relation to the operation
of trust activities, the Ministry of Finance has proposed
to amend the Income Tax Law by adding some provi-
sions related to the activities of trusts. However, at
present trust activities are not common in Taiwan, and
with a lack of empirical cases, it is thus necessary for
us to invite scholars in the field to share the experience
of the major economies in_

is area so as aid us in

preparing for the future development of our own work
at the Ministry in relation to trusts.
Given the importance of these two issues, the

Ministry of Finance was happy to support the Training
Institute in its preparation of this course. And thus,
also, now, I would like to take this opportunity to thank
Professor Christopher Hanna of the Southern
Methodist University, through whose assistance the
Institute has been able to invite internationally noted
scholars to come and share their expertise and experi-
ence with participants on the course. I would also like
to thank the Ministry of Foreign Affairs for providing
overseas participants with assistance for funding for
travel to Taiwan to participate in the course. And, of
course, my thanks also go to Director-General Wang
and his staff at the Training Institute for their hard
work and dedication in developing and implementing
the course program.

Again, [ would like to offer my congratulations to
all of the participants of the Academy on their comple-
tion of the course. I also hope that our guests from over-
seas will the memory of their experiences here in
Taiwan in mind, and that all the participants on the
course will stay in touch with all the friends which you
have made here. And, now, I would like to conclude by
extending my best wishes to everyone here at this clos-
ing ceremony. Thank you.
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Many thoughts are coming up into my mind
when I think of the training program of the Training
Institute of the Ministry of Finance of Taiwan. First of
all I should say that after two weeks it is not only the
Institute of the Ministry of Finance, but a little bit the
Institute belongs to us too. Each of us from
Guatemala, Mongolia, the Philippines, Poland and
Hungary has experienced so many beautiful things in
these days that we will definitely keep a piece of
Taiwan in our soul and mind.

We are very thankful to all of you, who made
huge efforts to make this program perfect, and I
am especially impressed how much of your valu-
able time you have spent with us. I think that prob-
ably the best way to let everybody know how suc-
cessful Mr. Wang and the team of the Training
Institute and our classmates were if you imagine
that against the very different language we never
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felt alone or lost.
Does not matter if
we went sightsee-
ing, or typhoon
came, you were
always there to
give the best you
could. Thank you
for that.

Let us turn now to the professional side of the
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training. My favorite saying says, that only two things
are sure in our life: death and taxes. All of the partici-
pants of the training are dealing with finance or taxa-
tion. I think that this topic is a little bit strange in all
countries for those who are not in this area. But on the
other hand those people who are dealing with this
topic day by day have something common.
We all do think that it was a great idea to
have here experts from all over the world
for the International Taxation Academy
2005. We got lots of new and useful
information about the tax administration ‘
reform and the taxation of trusts in the
United States. And not only about the Wi
U.S., but we also had a perfect opportunity
to get a touch of the differences and similari-
ties of the Taiwanese, Guatemalan, Mongolian, @
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Philippines, Polish and Hungarian tax systems. I think
that all this information is very important. Why? The
companies are doing international business and of
course tax advisors are selling the same tax avoiding
tricks all over the world. I am convinced that we have
to keep step with these international trends in the tax
area, and I believe that the Training Institute of the
Ministry of Finance of Taiwan found a perfect answer
how to react on this very complex trend. I would like
to express my admiration for the choice of both these
topics and the two lecturers, Mr. Beeman and Prof.
Calfee. They were a great choice, both super experts
in their area.

Finally I would like to share something per-
sonal with you. I came here

because I wanted to learn

more about taxation. But I

found much more, and
finally now I think
that Celi, David,
Khasag, Mariola and
me all full in love
with your beautiful
green island.

Taiwan, we love you!

Gaspor Molnawr
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