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Distinguished Guests, Participants in the Program, Colleagues at the
Training Institute, Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is my pleasure to be here today to address the Closing Ceremony
of the 2009 International Taxation Academy. First of all, | would like to
congratulate all the participants on their completion of the training program.

| think it is indeed enviable that you have had the opportunity to learn
about leading tax theories and practices from outstanding scholars and
experts in such comfortable and tranquil surrounding as those here at this
training institute.

The Academy was begun in 1984 under the efforts of Mr. Wang
Chien-Shien, the Minister of Finance at that time, and around 720 local tax
officials and 176 tax officials from more than 47 countries have attended the
program since then, and this year, we were happy to welcome eight overseas
participants, from Gambia, Guatemala, Hungary, Indonesia, Mongolia,
Paraguay, Slovakia, and Tuvalu, in addition to thirty-four local participants.

Many of those who have attended the Academy have taken positions
at policy decision-making levels and so the Academy has not only provided
useful training programs for the cultivation of talented tax officials, but is
also a platform in helping to establish or to maintain sound and efficient tax
systems in other countries.

| am sure that all of you appreciated the courses on "Tax Theory, Tax
Reform, International Tax Co-ordination, and Current Tax Issues," "Tax Treaties
& Transfer Pricing," "Tax Fraud," and also the speeches on current finance
and taxation issues. It is hoped that the participants may derive a practical
benefit from content of the courses in their performance of their work, and

Chang,Sheng-Ford , Political Deputy Minister

also that they have been able to gain a firsthand understanding of the current
situation in regard to the various related taxation policies in other countries.

I would now like to thank all of those who have contributed to the success
of the Academy. First of all, | would like to thank Professor Edward Wei-Te
Hsieh and Professor Edward L. Monsour of California State University, Mr.
Gerhard Steiner and Dr. George W. Kofler of the Federal Ministry of Finance,
Vienna, Austria, and Dr. Steve Waicho Tsui, Dr. Teyu Chou, and Dr. Vance
Kuang Ta Lo of National Chengchi University for coming here to share their
expertise and experience with the participants in the course. | would also like
to thank the Ministry of Foreign Affairs for providing foreign participants with
assistance in funding to travel to Taiwan to take part in the Academy. And our
special thanks also go to Director-General Cheng and her staff at the Training
Institute for their hard work and dedication in the development of the program
and in its smooth implementation.

Once again, | would like to offer my congratulations to all the participants
in the Academy on their completion of the program. | hope that you will have
good memories of your time here
in Taiwan and also stay in touch
with the friends that you have
made here. | would now like to
conclude by extending my best
wishes to everyone here at the
Closing Ceremony.

Thank you.
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