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For today's governments or enterprises, the com-

plex IT (information technology) infrastructures,

which are often made up of multiple platforms with

heterogeneous hardware and software spreading

across many locations, are always over-whelming

their IT departments. 

On the other hand, in order to meet the chang-

ing business requirements and achieve the goal of

cost reduction, many organizations are trying to

find solutions to simplify and centralize their com-

plex IT environments. 

With IT consolidation solutions, organization

can remove redundancy, simplify and optimize

information system in a way that increases busi-

ness value, reduces cost, and enables better sharing

and use of valuable information across an organi-

zation.

Now let's talk about some of the consolida-

tion solutions and their benefits.

1. Application and Database Consolidation
Most organizations rely on multiple applications

and databases to support their business operations, but

getting the applications to communicate with each

other would cost much of the budget.

Application and Database Consolidation solu-

tion combines multiple applications and databases into

cohesive ones. By eliminating redundant applications

and databases, it reduces complexity and thus stream-

lines resources and improves performance. 

The solution also has the following benefits: 

Gain access to data in real time 

Reduce costs via operational efficiencies 

Eliminate complexity of managing multiple

databases

Minimize cost, time and risk associated

with application and database upgrades

and expansions

2. Network Consolidation
Network always plays an integral role in the

communications, business continuity, and security

control of a data center. The challenges that the net-

work managers often face include:

A complex networking environment with a

mixture of different or aging technologies

High network maintenance and management

costs due to a lack of centralized control

An inability to reconfigure the network to

respond quickly to changes

Growing security concerns related to access

and data protection via the network

The Network Consolidation solution is primary

to build a modular, scalable, and simplified networking

infrastructure that could supports voice and data con-

vergence, online transactions and storage synchroniza-

tion. It increases network capabilities and adaptability

while reducing overall network-related costs.

Benefits of Network Consolidation are as following:

Centralized monitoring and management of

networks and security

Convergence of voice and data onto a single

IP network

Reduced network costs by consolidating lines

and devices

Improved service levels and network security

Easily reconfigured and dynamically modified

3. Servers and Storage Consolidation
It's quite obvious that running 5 servers instead of

50 servers is easier and more cost-effective. Servers

and Storage Consolidation eliminate the number of

servers and centralize the storage systems, which help

organizations to gain more control over their IT infra-

structures.

SAN is a good way for the Storage

Consolidation solution. Storage Area Network

財稅資料中心/科長 呂博章(Ken Lu)

(SAN) is just like the local area network (LAN),

which helps enable multiple PCs to share resources

such as applications, servers, files and printers.

SANs provide similar resource sharing, but are

specifically designed for servers to share storage

devices, such as disk arrays or tape libraries. 

In addition to Fibre Channel SANs, there are also

IP SAN solutions based on the iSCSI protocol, which

provide network storage sharing with lower cost. IP

SANs use standard Ethernet infrastructure for accessing

storage data between servers and storage devices.

Benefits of Servers and Storage Consolidation are as

following:

Reduce the cost, time and effort required to

manage overly complex infrastructures  

Reduce system downtime through high avail-

ability and disaster recovery capabilities  

Improve service levels and price performance 

Conclusion
Executive Yuan is now promoting the

"Government Reform Plan". In the reforming process,

all the information systems involved will all need to

be reorganized. This undertaking is unprecedented in

its breadth and complexity and encompasses all

branches of government. Using a good IT solution

would reduce the risk, while performing the informa-

tion infrastructure reforming.

With IT consolidation, organizations could have

a better control over their IT environments, increase

the utility of computing systems and networks, have a

better access to the databases, and then respond more

quickly to user requirements.

With all these advantages mentioned above, IT

consolidation would play an important role in the

"Government Reform Plan" and help to build a more

efficient and cost-effective information system for the

reformed government.
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The Ancient Times
Romance is the one

thing that all cultures

share. 

Where would we be

without romance? In ancient times,many of the

early marriages came about, by capturing women. 

Men would often walk long distances to raid

other villages,in order to capture wives for their

own. Therefore, it was not uncommon for an upset

tribe, from where the bride had been stolen, to

come looking for her, to get her back. So, the new

bride's husband would force her to hide, until the

warriors had given up their search and returned to

their village.

The Medieval Times
Thank goodness, traditions and customs have

changed, since those early days. The idea of 'love'

and many of our current romance customs come

from the days when kings and knights of the

medieval court valued women's many virtues,

especially their honor and their chastity.

In 1228, women in Scotland were given the

right to ask a man to marry them. It was not too

long, before this custom slowly began to spread

throughout Europe.

The Victorian Times
Several hundred years later, during the

Victorian Era (1837-1901), the idea of having

'romantic rules' for expressing interest in finding a

wife or husband became popular, especially among

the upper levels of society.

If a gentleman wanted to speak to a lady, he

had to be introduced to her by a mutual friend.

After this introduction, he could have a conversa-

tion with her. Once they had been formally intro-

duced, if the gentleman wanted to see her again, he

would give her his personal name or business card.

It was the lady, however, who would decide,

if she wanted to see the gentleman again or not. If

she liked him, then she would give him her person-

al card to show that she wanted to continue their

'conversation'. We can understand why name cards

were so important in those days. They not only

promoted business but marriage opportunities, as

well.

Almost all the courting was done in the girl's

home, under the watchful eyes of her parents. It

was unheard of to let the couple see each other,

without the presence of a chaperone and proposals

of marriage, were frequently done through a letter

and were considered a 'form of contract' if accept-

ed. Breaking an engagement was rarely done. A

promise was seen as a pledge and the couple, espe-

cially the man, was honor bound to uphold his

promise. If he broke his promise, it was seen as a

shameful or disgraceful act.

The Polish Countryside
Young men in Poland would ask the village

'wise woman' to help them.

This 'wise woman' would counsel a young

man and then help him to make his intentions

known to the girl's family, by passing his informa-

tion along to another person called 'an intermedi-

ary'. This was only done, if the 'wise woman'

thought that the two people would be suitable for

each other.

The 'intermediary' was usually an older man

and a respected elder, in the community. He would

help the younger man by keeping his best interests

at heart, especially during the negotiations with the

bride's family.

When it came time for the young man to meet

the young lady and her family, and to see if the

young man would be acceptable or not, the inter-

mediary would go with the young man.

Together, in the darkness of night, they would

slowly approach her house. In those days, it was

believed that if people spoke out loud about some-

thing good that had happened to them or about

something good that was going to happen to them,

the spirits might become jealous and try to change

their luck. So the night offered them privacy to

move carefully and quietly, trying not to be seen by

the spirits. 

The night also acted as another form of pro-

tection. It helped to protect hopeful young men,

who were trying to find a wife, from the watchful

eyes and gossip of neighbors, along with possible

embarrassment, if the young lady rejected his pro-

posal of marriage.

Once at the young man and the intermediary

had successfully reached the young girl's house, he

would gently knock on a window. The door would

be quickly opened and they would be admitted

inside. Once inside, the two men would bow

respectively to the girl's parents and ask about

everyone's health. While the young man talked, he

would bring forth a bottle of vodka that was espe-

cially made for this occasion.

The bottle was carefully decorated with fresh

flowers and a red ribbon was tied around the neck

of the bottle. He would place the bottle on a table

and then ask the young girl to please go and get

him a glass. If the young girl left the room and did

not return or if the family did not accept the bottle

of vodka, the visit ended and

the young man knew that his

attentions were not welcomed.

If the vodka was accept-

ed by the family and the girl,

then arrangements were made for the young man

and the intermediary to return to discuss the details

of a possible engagement.

When the young man and his intermediary

returned, another bottle of vodka would be offered

to the family. Then, everyone would sit down to a

dinner. If an agreement had been reached and the

young lady had accepted the proposal, she would

pour herself a glass of vodka and take a sip from it.

Then she would offer the same glass to him intend-

ed and ask him to also sip from the glass. Until this

simple custom, of sharing a drink from a common

glass was done, there would be no agreement or

engagement.

Other Romance Customs
Throughout Europe, the custom of prophecy

or being able to see or understand certain 'signs'

was a way that young people could tell what their

future bride or husband would be like.

For example, if two nuts were thrown into a

hot fire and burned quietly the person would find a

suitable partner. However, if the two nuts exploded,

true love would be hard to find.

Lovers would like to carve their names on the

trunks of trees or on stones to show their deep

devotion to each other. Another custom has to do

with the calendar. It is said that in the 11th century,

a queen introduced the custom that allowed girls to

ask a boy to marry her on February 29, in a leap

year.

Flowers played an important part in romance,

as they still do today. They show that the giver is

concerned about care and consideration. Roses

seem to be the 'international flower' of romance and

red roses mean 'love'. Long stem roses are very rare

and expensive. They represent an exceptional gift

of innocence and love.

In Russia, odd numbers of flowers are given

for romantic occasions. Eleven (11) roses should be

sent, instead of a dozen (12). Any odd number is a

good choice and the more flowers in a bouquet, the

more attention it will receive. And it is also impor-

tant to remember older women by giving them

flowers, especially on such international holidays

as Mother's Day and International Women's Day,

which is celebrated around the world on March 8th.

Romance is the art of showing love. Whether

you are eight, eighteen or eighty, showing love is

letting someone know that you care. Maybe this is

why spring time in Taiwan is a favorite time for

romance.
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