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GEARING UP FOR INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE (2

—SPEAKING WITH ELEGANCE

Language is merely a tool for communication. However, the choice
of words in a specific circumstance embodies one’ s unique expression
of individual upbringing, style, intelligence and compassion. Conference
English could be difficult for people with mother tongues other than English.
However, with some reference guide, we could all be stylish with our own
creation. What follows in this article does not attempt to delve into the very
unique aspect of individualistic usage of language, but merely suggest some
formal use of language in the context of international conference. By way
of providing some elegant usage in the conference, mainly drawn from the

“Conference English: For Better International Communication” by X#Z
#E= and polished by Don J. Elick, | hope that all of us could participate
international conference with various unique styles of our own.

I.Speech Decorum, Opening Remarks, Welcome Remarks

& Congratulating Remarks:

(1) Addressing the Dignitaries:

1. Addressing Royal Members: “Your Imperial Highnesses Prince &
Princess, Professor X., Dr. Y, distinguished guests, ladies & gentlemen:”

[Note: “Imperial” is applied for “emperor’” and his family members,
“Royal” is applied for “king”

“Highness” is applied for both “emperor” and “king” ; Note: “Your”
is used directly when addressing the dignitaries, whereas “His” is used
indirectly when referring the dignitaries.]

2. Addressing Ambassadors, Heads of Government, Arch-bishop
& Bishops: *“ Your Excellency, Ladies and Gentlemen,” [Note: Even
when there is only one lady or one gentleman, plural forms “ladies” &

“gentlemen” should be applied.]

3. Addressing the Head of the Assembly: “Mr. President of the
Congress, members of the Congress, and invited guests,” [Note: “Mr.
President” is usually used to address the Head of the State, therefore if
addressing to the Head of an organization, the name of the organization
should be spelled out, such as “Mr. President of the Rotary Club” .

4, Addressing the respectable guests:

“distinguished guests” [Note:
acquired special status such as “Honorary Chair” .]

(I1) Announcement of Conference Opening:

1. Declaratory Style: “I hereby declare open the 16th Congress of
ABC.” [ “now” could replace “hereby”’ with a less formality.]

2. Social Style: :

“It is an honor (for me) to open the 16th Congress of ABC.”
“I have the great pleasure of declaring the 16th Congress of ABC

whereas and his family members.

“honored guests” or
“honorary” is used only for those who

open.”
(I11) Opening Remarks:

“ 1 am greatly honored to give the opening address at this 16th
World Congress of ABC here in Taipei.”

“It is truly a pleasure and privilege to be afforded the opportunity
to greet such a distinguished audience at the opening ceremony of the 16th
World Congress of ABC.”

(IV) Welcoming Remarks by the Host:

“On behalf of the ABC Society, | am delighted to welcome all of you
to the 16th World Congress on XYZ:

“As the president of this symposium, | have the pleasure and honor
of extending to you a cordial (hearty/warm) welcome to Taipei.”

“In conclusion, please let me welcome you officially to Taipei.”

I wish all participants a pleasant stay here in our country and an
enriching experience, both personal and professional.

(V) Words of Appreciation & Congratulating Remarks by the Participants:

On behalf of all participants, and in particular on behalf of those who
have come from overseas, | wish to thank President A and the Congress
officers for inviting us and welcoming us to this international forum.

We thank you for the privilege of being here and of sharing in your
equally unsurpassed warmth, friendship, and hospitality.

My congratulations to the President and the Association officers

HETIRERSEBNT 5T AT B3 309
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for the diligent work, which they have done in planning, and arranging and
organizing this outstanding program for the Association.

II.Focus on the Conference: Historic Evolution, Current

Agenda, and Future Prospects

(I) Background Information on the Conference:

For those of you who did not attend the previous conferences in this
area, | would like to present a brief background on the purpose of this series
of meetings.

The history of this gathering dates back to September 1989 when
it first became apparent to us that regional development had become so
important that a Ministerial Meeting seemed imperative.

There are several reasons for organizing this conference. WTO
Doha Round negotiation is reaching an impasse. Therefore it is highly
desirable the we review processes, discuss conflicting interests, and make
recommendations for future negotiations in a constructive manner.

(I1) Introducing the Nature of the Conference

This Conference differs somewhat from most other conferences.
It is not a highly specialized type of conference with in-depth presentation
of research data or techniques in a narrow fragment of a limited scientific
subject. Rather, it is a broad overview and current assessment of a global,
multi-disciplinary field of our common interest.

This is the first time that a full symposium has been devoted to the
subject of financial crises. A glimpse at the program reveals a broad spectrum
of participants from all around the globe, bringing with them their most recent
information.

(I Introducing the Goals of the Conference

The goals of this conference are threefold. First, it should
provide a forum for the exchange of information between participants in
this interdisciplinary meeting. Second, it should provide an opportunity to
establish and renew personal relationships between participants. Finally, it
should stimulate the interest and ambition of participants from all over the
world to cooperate in their efforts.

In the course of this conference, we will look at ABC, review DEF,
consider GHI, and finally assess JKL. If we are successful, we will find
common agreement on many scores, disagreement on some, but most
importantly, we will have raised more questions than can now be answered
and will have generated many new ideas to catalyze research in XYZ for the
next decade.

(IV) Expression of Expectation & Inspiration

| hope that this conference will offer an opportunity for all participants
to consolidate personal ties and above all to exchange results, ideas, and
projects from which future progress will derive.

It is our hope that this conference will demonstrate that governments
from different parts of the world can congregate in harmony and work together
with unified efforts to develop and achieve interdisciplinary cross-cultural
interaction.

| believe that it would be unrealistic to assume that in three days we
will solve all the problems in the treatment of these complex issues. | am
confident, however, that our deliberations will be fruitful and that they will shed
essential light on the complex syndrome. | look forward to the sessions with
great anticipation, and | hope you do too.

May this Congress strengthen the bond of friendship among us who
are working toward the common cause of prevention, cure, or amelioration of
this crisis.

II1.Closing Ceremony

() Words of Appreciation:
1. Words of Thanks by the Host
In closing the 16th International Symposium of ABC, let me first of all
express sincere appreciation to DEF for their generous support, and to all the
guests for their active participation, with which it would have been impossible
to organize the symposium and bring it to a successful conclusion.

i =JN=l
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2. Words of Thanks by the Participants
On behalf of all those who have come to this Congress from abroad,
I would like to thank our Italian hosts for their immense labors in organizing
what has been an unsurpassed and indeed unique occasion. Our meetings
were held in this artistic and historic city. This is something we shall remember
for a long time to come. Our admiration and gratitude to Minister A and his
colleagues are boundless, and we assure him that we are left with a deep
affection for Italy and its people.
(I) Concluding Remarks
We have had an excellent symposium.
summarize the proceedings, but | would like to mention some of the principal

It is quite impossible for me to

points that have emerged from some of the papers.
(lll) Presenting Comments
Today, | have been requested to present some observations and
conclusions concerning the Conference. Such comments, of course, must
be abbreviated and will be a repetition of the excellent summaries of the
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moderators. They will also necessarily reflect a personal viewpoint and
interpretation. Despite whatever bias may exist in my own thinking, | shall
exert every effort to be as objective and factual as possible.
(IV) Announcing the Next Conference
| am proud to have the privilege of announcing that the next World
Congress of the International Society of ABC will be held in Taipei, Taiwan in
August, 2008. We should of course welcome as many participants as possible
who may be interested in the Congress. We look forward to seeing you in
Taipei in 2008. We are sure you will not be disappointed.
(V)Closing Remarks
We have come to the end of the Congress. On behalf of all the
members of our Organizing Committee, | wish to express our sincere gratitude
to all of you who have so actively participated in the Congress to make it such
a success. Let us meet again in Taipei in 2008 at the next World Congress
of ABC. | now have the duty and the honor to declare the Congress officially

closed. =
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