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It’s not the End, It’s a New Beginning...

Legal Bureau, MOF, Indonesia / Agnansah Herliananda

Most people are nervous to meet new people, different nations, different languages and
cultures. Trust me, Yes, me too. In fact, this is my first time stepping my foot far away from home,
and meeting new people is always challenging. On the night of July 28th, my taxi arrived exactly
in front of a study buildings, quite dark, and then I saw a person, she is Ms. Esther, waving and

warmly invite me to the dormitory. She is now become one of the nicest person I have ever met.

The 2019 ITA not only teaches us transfer pricing, BEPS Actions, macroeconomics, cross-
border e-commerce, and emerging tax issue, but also exhibits us discipline, hospitality, and respect
between participants, teachers and counselors. The class’ schedules, the meals, everything has
been passed perfectly on time. Moreover, both overseas and local participants communicated and

transferred each of their knowledge unlimitedly and respectfully.

The excitement has not ended yet, me and my overseas friends witnessed one of the beauty of
Asia, the Taipei City. The mighty Taipei 101 tower and the skyscrapers buildings around amazed
us more than anything. And of course, we also experienced the unforgettable cuisines. Even a little
bumpy days — thanks to Leukima Typhoon -- struck Taipei last week, did not stop us to dive deep

into the festive night in Taipei.

No words could express how thankful I am to everyone who has taken part in the 2019 ITA.
Especially, Ms. Lou, the counselors (Ms. Stephanie, Miss Jessie, Ms.
Jenny, Mr. Paul, Miss Dan, and other counselors), my beloved friends
from overseas and Taiwan, and also to the chef, who prepared special
meal for me everyday as I don’t eat pork. I hope the 2019 ITA would
strengthen the relationship between each countries, and step in side by

side to the brighter future.

Should I come back to Indonesia and someone ask
me what is the most precious thing I got from Taiwan,
I will say “a family”. Final words, I want to share an
interesting quote from Rumi: “Goodbyes are only for
those who love with their eyes. Because for those who love

with heart and soul there is no such thing as separation.”

Thank you.
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Thank You from Honduras

Section of National Legal Affairs, Honduras / Ms. Karina Michelle Sanchez Salgado

Classmates, Friends, Ambassadors and MOFTI authorities, I am honored to be here. We

made it!

Can you believe that 3 weeks ago 10 public officials from tax administrations around
the world arrived to Taiwan, to attend the 2019 International Taxation Academy. And for
sure with the same purpose, make our tax administration and countries a better and a fair
place, but for that we needed to prepare ourselves by studying and updating the international

rules.

Words are powerless to express my gratitude not only for the knowledge I am now
taking back to my country, but for the beautiful and amazing opportunity that MOFTI

authorities and Taiwan gave me, to know your country and culture.

Thanks to the hard working Professors that managed to transmit to much knowledge
in such a short time. It was challenging and interesting how we got to exchange and
compare our countries evolutions and attemps to apply international good practices but
also to understand that each of us are having a hard time making our jobs because of the

compliance of taxpayers. We are not alone.

Thanks to the counselors that made our
stay very pleasant, thanks for making the
time to take us out to know your city and for

your patience.

I have met amazing people during my

stay. I can even say I made new friends. And

for that I am thankful, because it was not
easy getting we to the time zone, the weather but somehow

you made everything easier and funnier.

I will take these memories with me and cherish them

forever. I hope I can be Invited again.

Thanks to everyone!
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More Than Just Taxation — The 2019
International Taxation Academy

M ERRATS EE(ER / SR8 HiFE

Just about two months ago, I received a phone call from the personnel department

of Keelung Customs and was informed that I was chosen to be one of the participants
of 2019 International Taxation Academy. Besides joy, I also felt nervous because I came
from a chemistry background, and had no experience in taxation so far. I took no credit in
accounting, economic or international trading background in college. Basically, I am a total

stranger to the topics included in this academy.

The 2019 International Taxation Academy is the professional program, consisting of
three main topics: transfer pricing, tax reform and e-commerce. In order to be preview the
courses, | did a term definition search before I joined this academy, and it took me 3 hours

to know what "transfer pricing" means. So [ knew how tough it is.

I appreciate for Professor McOmber, the speaker for the topic of transfer pricing, he
explained the complicated with simple description. Besides, he often paused during his
lecturing, encouraged us to raise questions; so I could have chance to catch some ambiguity
in my mind. No matter how stupid my questions were, he would always be patient. With his

great help, I learn more than I could ever learn in transfer pricing.

Besides Professor McOmber, Professor Hsieh and Accountant Lin are also excellent.
They used the metaphors and examples to let us easily understand. Accountant Lin
considered that there were some customs officials in the class, so he linked the e-commerce
topic to customs, making me learn more than e-commerce itself, and its possible application
in customs affairs. Taxation system involved in tax reform and e-commerce is really difficult
for me to understand, however, I learn the most out of the hardest materials through the

lectures of Professor Hsieh and Accountant Lin,.

I was also blessed with wonderful classmates. Ellen and Jackie from Taiwan, Bo from
Thailand, Stoyan from Bulgaria, Agnan from Indonesia and many other classmates were
kind enough to tolerate my rookie questions, answering all of them with incredibly great

patience. Without them, I couldn't have gone through this three-week academy.
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Moreover, this academy let me have a chance to see the world outside Taiwan through
the eyes of the foreign participants. Karina from Honduras told me her country has the best
weather in the world. She told me that the wind in her country is so tender that they will
never feel hot even though the temperature rises to 300C. Melissa from Paraguay shared
recent celebration night of her country with me. I was surprised that every girl in Paraguay
can dance. Bo from Thailand asked me if I know a badminton player named Dai, at first I
didn't know who she is, then I realized he mentioned #(# 55 . Bo's talking made me feel
even more proud of her. Eric from Eswatini told me about the king and the rules demanded

thereby. Karina and Melissa shared the democratic system of their countries with me. So, I

learned a lot from those foreign participants as well.

For all of the above, I am truly thankful. I thank for my Director General to recommend
me participating in 2019 International Taxation Academy. I thank for the MOFTI to hold
such event happened to show us the doorway to enter international taxation field. I thank
for all of the participants to spend time with me. The past three-week academy became my

wonderful memory, my guidance, my wisdom, and part of myself.
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My First Taste of ITA and Tour Guide

MBS REE / B8 BAARR

Speaking of International Taxation Academy (ITA), I have been dreaming of attending
such courses since I served at National Taxation Bureau of Taipei, MOF three years ago.
However, I was a novice at that time, I decided to study and work hard to accumulate both
knowledge and experience to be well prepared for the future. Last summer, I transferred to
the Department of Planning. My main task is in charge of collecting and compiling various
tax systems around the world, so I got a chance to participate in ITA. I was very happy to
attend ITA although I was only allowed to join for one week, I was happy not only because I

fulfilled my dream but also my ability was recognized by my superior.

Nevertheless, it is proved that you can never be too well prepared. In fact, even
though I previewed some online courses of transfer pricing (TP) before Professor James
McOmber’s lectures, I still couldn’t understand everything that Professor would like to
share with us. Thanks to other classmates’ support and questions during the lessons plus
my previous preparing, the whole picture of TP is becoming more clear and not so vague as

before.

During all lectures, I am most impressed by the case study of TP, all of us had a chance
to share our opinions about the case which the Professor gave us and asked us to identify
risky TP and other taxation issues under a multinational enterprise. Unexpectedly, I was
appointed by my group leader to be the moderator of discussion meeting, which was a
tough challenge for me, it was almost 10 years since I had made presentation in English in a

group discussion, not to mention a moderator. During the discussion, I was inspired by our
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team members’ different perspectives that I never thought. In order to make sure that every
member could catch up, I paused and reviewed all the points for several times. At the end
of the discussion, I just couldn’t help but feel a sense of achievement after completing such
a meaningful task. Especially when [ saw Marva, our spokesperson from Saint Lucia, share
our findings with confidence, which were also praised by the Professor later. I felt proud for

being the same group with her as well.

Besides in-class study, outdoors extracurricular activities are also necessary for our
foreign friends to have a taste of life style in Taiwan. Therefore, we went to Yangmingshan
National Park on the second weekend. Before the tour, I surfed the official website to find
some relative information and prepared for being an amateur tour guide. I decided to catch

the opportunity to promote Taiwanese diversified culture and natural scenery.

Although Taipei city is my hometown, there are still something undiscovered awaiting
me to explore. I think it 1s also a great opportunity to revisit what we have already had
and think about how to connect them altogether and tell a fascinating story to the foreign
participants who come from afar. Despite the fact that it might be a harsh problem, we still
have to ponder upon because people are inclined to neglect precious treasure nearby and

chase for something faraway and impractical instead.

Finally I would like to show my greatest gratitude to the MOFTI for giving me such
valuable chance to attend the 35th ITA. This is my first time to be exposed to outstanding
foreign tax officials and experts, so I am going to definitely cherish everything, whether
professional knowledge or international friendship. I would also like to thank all my
group members to do their best to contribute to the case study, where I was inspired a lot
from them. For all the foreign participants, I hope everything that happened here means

something to all of you. Maybe in the future we will bump into each other somewhere again.
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