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Background of CSI

In the aftermath of the 9/11 terrorist attacks,

CSI was proposed by US Commissioner Mr.

Robert C. Bonner in November 2001 and launched

on January 17, 2002. The mission is to target and

pre-screen high-risk cargo containers destined for

the U.S. There are 26 customs administrations have

committed to joining CSI. Currently, there are 44

CSI Ports in the world.

The four key Elements of CSI

1. Establish security criteria for identifying and

targeting high-risk containers. 

2. Pre-screen containers at the earliest possible

point.

3. Use detection equipment to quickly prescreen

high risk containers.

4.  Develop secure and smart containers.

Minimum Standards for CSI

Standard must be present in every potential

port:

1. Seaport must have regular, direct, and substan-

tial container traffic to ports in the United

States.

2. Customs must be able to inspect cargooriginat-

ing, transiting, exiting or being transshipped.

3. Non-intrusive inspection (NII) equipment and

Briefing on Implementation of Container
Security Initiative (CSI

高雄關稅局CSI小組／稽核 吳勝楠

radiation detection equipment must be avail-

able and utilized for inspection.

4. Commit toestablishinganautomated risk manage-

ment system to identify high-risk containers.

5. Commit to sharing critical data, intelligence,

and risk management information with the

U.S. Customs and Border Protection.

6. Conduct a thoroughport assessment to ascer-

tain vulnerable links in a port's infrastruc-

ture and commit to resolving those vulnera-

bilities.

7. Commit to maintaining integrity programs to

prevent lapses in employee integrity and iden-

tify and combat breaches in integrity.

Process of Kaohsiung Port Joining CSI

1. TECRO (Taipei Economic and Cultural

Representative Office signed Declaration of

Principles (DOP) with AIT (American

Institute in Taiwan) on August 13, 2004.

2. CBP sent a team to complete harbor safety and

security assessment in September 2004.

3.  Accomplish revision of related rules and regu-

lations.

4. Adopt CSI Standard Operating Procedures

(SOP).

5. Sign the operation agreement for mobile

gamma-ray machine from Peace Protection

Police in December 2004.

6. Arrange lectures and trainings for businessmen

and customs officials.

7.  Start pilot stage on July 25, 2005. 

8.   38th CSI operative port.

Establishment of NII Equipment

Two units of Non Intrusive Inspection (NII)

equipment provided at no cost by U.S. and were

installed completely on August 16, 2005. After receiv-

ing operating license from the Atomic Energy Council

(AEC) on August 28, 2005, Kaohsiung port started

CSI operation on September 3, 2005.

U.S. CSI Team

There are 10 American CSI Team members. The

office is offered for free by Kaohsiung Customs. They

are responsible to select high-risk containers destined

for the U.S. and refer requests for scanning to

Kaohsiung Customs. After scanning, image reading is

conducted by both sides. If the image is suspicious,

the container has to be de-vanned.

Kaohsiung Customs CSI Team 

There are 6 Kaohsiung CSI Team members

taking two shifts to meet American CSI Team

（接第 7 版）
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requirement. The referral for NII from American

CSI Team will be made final decision by

Kaohsiung CSI Team. Any WMD (Weapons of

Mass Destruction) will be disposed of in accor-

dance with Taiwan Laws.

Operation and Image Reading Trainings
There were 12 people attending operation

training during August 22-26, 2005. Furthermore,

24 people attended image reading training from

August 30 to September 2, 2005. Now, there are 8

members positioned at Cianjhen Branch NII station

and 7 members positioned at Chung Hsin Branch

NII station.

Benefits of Joining CSI

For Kaohsiung Customs, the major benefits

of joining CSI are to facilitate customs clear-

ance of cargo destined for the U.S. and improve

inspection efficiency by mutual information

exchange.

The flow chart of CSI container

Inspection

Achievements(I)

Kaohsiung Customs CSI Team received infor-

mation from American CSI Team on August 23,

2005 that a container from Yien Tien, Mainland

China, destined for the U.S., possibly contained

counterfeit currency, drugs, and weapons. Customs

CSI Team intercepted the container and escorted it

to NII equipment station. NII examination revealed

two anomalies, physical examination was neces-

sary. After physical examination, about US$ 2 mil-

lion counterfeit currency was found within cartons

of plastic toys.

Achievements(II)

On August 25, 2005, during an enforcement

blitz of transshipping cargo from the Philippines

destined for the U.S., Kaohsiung Customs inter-

cepted approximately 43,994 cartons of unmani-

fested cigarettes secreted within a cargo container

of plastic cabinets. The value was about US$1.4

million. CSI Team also targeted the above contain-

er to be high-risk. On August 29, 2005, the con-

tainer was de-vanned by Kaohsiung Customs and

photographed and documented by CSI Team.
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