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Experiences in Taiwan (2)

iNViongolia

5t Tengis Orsoo

I'm glad that | had opportunity to participate

international tax course, organized by Ministry of
| Finance of Taiwan in MOFTLIt's a great chance
4 for me to have been in Taiwan, explore Taiwanese

culture and also change experiences about taxation

with foreign countries participants and get a lot of
information about international trends in reform of estate, gift, income
and consumption taxes.
At the arrival time to TaoYuan airport, Taiwanese colleague met
and took me at MOFTI by car.By the way from airport to MOFTI, |
sighted that Taipei was clean, and all cars and motorcycles, attending
in traffic movement were behavior.
At the entrance of MOFTI | was met by colleagues from MOFTI.
They placed me to my room and | was given some useful advise
and instruction, stipulated in MOFTI, curriculum of activities July
8-29,2007 at MOFTI and some money, which | will be available
to spend next 7 days. At first floor of MOFTI located restaurant,
where you can choose and eat Asians or Europeans foods. You are
vegetarian or not, there are enough options of foods, to choose and
eat. There are all conditions to live and study. There was all things
calculated, planned, arranged.
-Something about training:
There were invited famous, experienced people as like professor
Mr. Dennis A . Calfee, best lawyer of USA Mr. John R. Cohn,
professor Mr. Edward Hsieh, to teach and instruct us.
In my country still not exist tax laws as gift tax and inheritance tax
laws. This kind of information, about which was talking in lessens,
for me was new. There are much more conditions and problems we
have to consider, regulate, and include when in future shall enact gift
and inheritance tax laws. Also in USA a lot of kinds incentives are
used by citizens and companies of USA. In developing countries as
like Mongolia encouragement of investment is reasonable action.
That's why these kind of incentives was enacted to meet the needs
of economic environment.Also lessen was about tax gap. Gap is
the problem, which arises and faces in each country of the world.
Nonfiling, underreporting, underpayment of tax are deathless
problem, facing to tax authority in the world. The information about
gap were useful and helpful.

In my country VAT and Income Tax are the bases which hold
the tributary system. There are no taxes over gifts, estate tax or
inheritance tax. The exposition of Mr. Dennis A. Calfee upon the US
taxes, gave me the conviction that this kind of taxes works efficiently
in developed countries were the differences of incomes between
population are not so strong as in underdeveloped countries as mine.
That kind of taxes are ways to take a part of wealth achieved with the
safety of a democratic government. It maybe seems to be a paradox,
but that kind of taxes inappropriately applied or with tax laws
technically incorrect, could bridle the economic activity of a country.

If EI Salvador shows a strong dependence on the consumption
tax, especially VAT, an indirect tax and if income tax lands over
individual not in corporations, our system is highly regressive in
conjunct. Tax over gifts, estate tax or inheritance tax has a very
complicated application, and because this my country, 15 years ago,
decides to eliminate them.

Mr. John R. Cohn approach give us the vision of a private tax
lawyer with a high conscience on paying taxes: there’ s a clear
difference between a tax law assistant suggesting tax gaps and an
advisor trying to make an intentional avoidance of a tax. As a new

—The 2007 International
Taxation Academy Foreign Participants

Business-economic transactions, conducting by companies
become integrated and borderless. So these kind of transactions,
which incurred tax problems in USA, exist in my country and we have
to solve these problems in my country. Experience and methods
solving tax problems in USA was interesting and helpful for me.

During the training course we have been in Financial data
center, Ministry of Finance of Taiwan. Collection as possible more
information about taxpayers activity is the key and main base of
fair taxation. In collection tax information take part sellers, buyers,
consumers, banks, government organizations. It means the
collection information about taxpayers activity embrace all people
and organizations. And also | want to specify that the Data Center
of MOF was equipped by high technology engineering and technics.
Information, collected by Financial Data Center of MOF of Taiwan is
used not only for task of imposition, collection of tax and prevention
of tax evasion or avoidance, but also customer-oriented service to
satisfy customers.

-Danshuei old street: That place located on the coast of sea,
native scene was fantastic.

- Night markets: | can't imagine Taipei without night markets.
There gathered many clothes boutiques, tea houses, flaky ice
houses, optical stores, watch repair shops and exotic food places.
For me wandering, eating, shopping at the night markets was
excellent relaxation.

-About Chinese teas: Director-General of MOFTI Mr. Yao-Shing
Wang represented us, how to prepare and brew tea. The technique
to brew tea is skillful art. Fist we have to prepare tools /accessory/,
named bamboo tea brewing stand, teapot, tea cup, tea strainer, tea
cup stand, fragrance cup, serving pitcher, kettle set, and of course
Chinese dry tea. As | understand the art of brewing Chinese tea
consist 8 steps of preparation from boiling water to taste brewing tea.
After drinking tea, my body holly sweated at once. It indicates that
Chinese brewing tea forceful impact human-bodies activity.

-About museums: We have been at many historical and cultural
places of Taiwan, as like National Palace Museum and Ceramics’
Museum.

Most impressed thing in Taiwan is the intelligent and diligent
persons working in MOFTI. They worked hardly from 8 o'clock to 22
o'clock at each day, during my staying here.It impressed me and |
appreciate their intelligent and hardworking.

Thank you Taiwan. Taiwan touched my heart. &

TEFR F,2% Carlos Mauricio Villacorta Gavidia

knowledge | have clarified that tax law most
be clear at least for those who advised
people to pay taxes.

This Taiwanese experience has fulfill my
spirit as a lawyer, as a judge, but mostly as a
human being. I'll never be the same after coming here.

My mother always told me that what really matters don’ t have
a price. My respect, gratitude and admiration for a smart, clever and
refined as the Taiwanese people is the most valuable thing that | can
offer.

The Portuguese call Taiwan "llha Formosa", which means
"Beautiful Island” . In fact, Taiwan is lovely in all the ways. In
the person of Mr. Yao Shing Wang, General Director of Training
Institute of the Ministry of Finance of Taiwan, | want to convey all the
functionaries of the Institute my best regards and wishes and my
congratulations for this successful 2007 INTERNATIONAL TAXATION
ACADEMY.

And, if someone ask me to describe my experience in Taiwan in
one word, | must say:

JT=, OVERJOYED -
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The first week of the training was very
ey interesting indeed for me and this is because
: of the topic. In my country Solomon Islands
L5 o we do not yet have the Estate Tax and Gift
Tax. It becomes more interesting as Professor
Dennis A. Calfee goes through the topic because | have come to
understand what an Estate Tax is and what is a Gift Tax and when it
becomes taxable. This is a very new concept for me to understand
and very complicated but thankfully Professor Calfee seemed to
make it very easy to understand. Professor Dennis A. Calfee is a
professional in his field and that s why his presentation is very clear
and easy to understand the concepts and technicalities of the Estate
and Gift Taxes. Even though he has not gone far into more technical
issues which could make us not understand, he went through the
basics of Estate and Gift Tax. He is a very lively presenter and can
get your attention very easily. | have also learned that the U.S taxes
are more complex and hard to understand because of they have far
more taxes than we have in Solomon Islands.
| would like to personally thank Professor Calfee for his
presentation on the topic of International Trend in the Reform of
Estate and Gift Tax. | find his lectures are very interesting and | have
learned so much of the concept and reasons why we should tax
Estate and Gifts, and should my government wants to look into this
area to be taxed | will certainly be able to contribute something to
that effect. | am sure that Professor Calfee would be happy to help
me with some advise should | need him in the areas he covered in
his presentations for free of charge in the years ahead.
The second week was also very interesting and that we have Mr.
John R. Cohn who also from the United States and he had presented
the topic Tax Incentives. This was more interesting because of its

It was a pleasure for me to be nominated as one of
the participants to attend the 2007, International Taxation
Academy Schedule of Curriculum ( Tentative) 9-27
July 2007, by the Swaziland government. | was more
excited when | received the letter of acceptance from the
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relevance to our tax system. Mr. John R. Cohn has presented very
interesting forms of incentives which in my country has not looked
into. Some of the tax incentives which are highlighted are very
relevant and have been given to investors who wish to invest into my
country. | have learned a lot from Mr. Cohn’ s lectures and | have
appreciated very much of his short lectures and | would very much
wished that we have more time for to learned in more details of the
backgrounds of the incentives and the merits and disadvantages of
giving out such incentives.

| would like also to thank Mr. John Cohn for his informative
lectures and from the lectures | have learned a lot of things which |
have not learned or aware of before. Mr. Cohn sheshe ( thank you )
and | hope that should | need your help or advice on the issues that
have been presented at the lectures you will help me and hope it you
will not charged me for the legal advice.

The courses that we have undertaken is very interesting and
relevant to our tax system and some are very new. | have learned
new types of taxes that other countries have that we do not have and
how they have administered them. Coming to MOFTI is a worthwhile
and very beneficial training for me and to my country. The training
program is an eye opener for me on some of the topics that we have
gone through the lectures and will certainly help me in my area of
work when | go back to my country. | would like to sincerely thank
the Director General of MOFTI, Mr. Wang Yao-Shing for the invitation
through your Government and for this | would also like thank your
Government and people of Taiwan to invite me to make it possible
for me to attend this training. On behalf of my Commissioner of
Inland Revenue Division of the Ministry of Finance | would like to say
sheshe (thankyou) . &

On the 14th July 2007, we went to Danshuei Old
Street.

On the 17th July, we went to Shilin Night Market.

We are still to visit the following places; 19th.July,
Hsimending showing area. 21st.July Yinge Ceramies

Ministry of Finance and Training Institute in Taiwan.

On the 7th July 2007 at 8.15 | started a long journey
to TaoYuan International Airport. In Singapore | met
Mr. George from Solomon Islands. So it was easy to
identify somebody with a play card written Joseph from
Swaziland and George from Solomon Islands.The man
was very polite and active.

When we arrived at MOFTI., it was like we were
Ambassadors of our Countries. The reception was
amazing. The management staff took us to our
dormitories where they gave us our keys and the
2007 International Taxation Academy Schedule of
curriculum  ‘tentative’  9-27 July, 2007. The program
was as follows; 1.registration. 2. Orietation. 3. Opening
ceremony.

At 13:30 to 16:20 p.m. Professor Dennis A. Calfee
from U.S.A. taught us on International Trends in the
Reform of Estates and Gift Tax. The man is experienced.
He makes participants feel comfortable.The professor
completed his syllabus on the 13th July 2007.

There were extra curriculum activities .On the 10th
July,2007,we went to Guanghua Computer Showing
Area.

On the 12th of July, 2007 we went to Taipei Station
Circle.

To me,the Taiwanese are by nature a friendly nation.

To my local participants | always thought, may be is
the training.

Museum. 25th.July Taipei 101. 27th July Taiwan Democracy Memorial Hall.

We also had some study visits.12th July Financial Data Center. | hope to
make a good report to my country Swaziland. | will recommend intensive training
on the data center.On the 26th July we will be visiting the Taipei National Tax
Administration.

While it is true that all the Taiwanese in this Institute made my stay
comfortable, | wish to single out the following ; Mr. James, Jessie, Jessica,
Cecily, Mandy, Dan, Nuno, Alice, Betty, Mashail, Blue, Erin, Hui-Min, Nicole,
Sharon, Sanyu, just to mention a few. These officers are always ready to help
me whenever | need assistance.

Another good observation is the cleanliness of MOFTI ( the streets around
and the city of Taipei ) .

| also want to thank the Director General of this Institute, Mr. Yao-Shing
Wang for leading such an organized institute by humbling himself and teaching
us foreign participants how to make Chinese tea. | promise that when | go back
home | will teach my wife and children how to make Chinese tea.

On the15th July, we went to Taipei National park, where we saw many
animals.

As from the 16th July,-20th July we had a very committed instructor Mr. John
R Cohn who is leading us on Taxation Incentives. | am very happy to learn that
our tax system in Swaziland is eighty per cent similar to the U. S .A .Tax system.
We only lack on the self —assessment and the attachment of goods for those
who are owing our taxes.

It is often said, knowledge is power, and age is nothing without knowledge.
I am happy that in Taipei each day and every minute | learn something new in
class and outside.

Thank you, to all those who planed our stay to be what it is in Taipei. &
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