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One thing world cultures share with each other is the “good luck
charm”

In fact, every culture has symbols, special charms, amulets or talismans
to bring good luck to the people holding them. The giving of a lucky charm
carries great significance, especially for the receiver. In Wales, if you are
given a four leaf clover, this charm will help protect you from evil spirits. Each
of the little clover's four leaves has a special meaning. One leaf is for hope,
the second is for love, the third for faith and the fourth is for luck. Nowadays,
you can find this popular lucky charm in just about every corner of the world,
especially in gift shops.

The ancient Greeks and Romans believed that by wearing amber, which
came from the fossilized resin or sap of extinct prehistoric coniferous pine
trees, living 40-60 millions years ago, that it would bring the wearer powerful
good luck, health and longevity. Favorite jewelry designs for women included
the ladybug, dragonfly and scarab.

The ladybug is a strong symbol of good luck to farmers in England
and France, because their presence means fair weather for the planting and
growing crop seasons. If a ladybug lands on your hand or on your clothes, it
will bring you good fortune. If you are not feeling well and one flies to you, it
is said that you will be feeling better in not time at all. Ladybugs have spots
on their backs. The more spots that a ladybug has on its back, the more good
luck you will have because each spot represents one month of good luck.

In Europe, young girls of marriageable age love ladybugs. When one flies
in their direction, they will try to catch it, whisper to it about a romantic wish
and then quickly release it. The direction that the ladybug flies off in will be
the direction that their future husband will come from. Even if you are single
or married, if you catch a ladybug, make a wish and then say this poem to it,

“Ladybug, ladybug fly away home. Your house is on fire and your children all
roam.” If the ladybug flies away, your wish will come true.

Lots of many good luck symbols come from Nature. The ancient Celts

studied nature closely. They believed that the mighty oak tree represented life,

BMEE KEBILEEEER / 58BN  Suzan Porter Babcock
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strength, power, longevity, heritage and honor. The average age of an oak tree
is over 200 years old, along with being able to produce thousands of acorns,
but only once a year. With each additional year, the output of its acorns will
increase significantly, thus earning it the reputation for being one of the most
'generous' trees in helping to create new generations of oak trees for the
benefit of the earth and its peoples.

During the Norman Conquest, the English would carry acorns to protect
them from the horrors of battle and life. In addition to being a good luck
symbol, the acorn is said to bring prosperity, long life, youthfulness and power.
The nut of the oak tree is also called an 'oak apple' and if one carries it in a
pocket or wear it, love will soon be visiting them.

Italian lucky charms are also influenced by nature. Italians will either
wear good luck charms, carry them on keychains or keep them nearby, in
their homes or places of work. There are many types, sizes, shapes and
varieties of lucky charms in Italy. The most famous are the cornetto, the gobbo,
horseshoes and the corna symbols.

However, the most popular is the cornetto because it is said to bring
fertility to women, excellent crops to farmers and successful business returns
to business people. Its shape is like a horn. Contained inside this horn is said
to be powerful magic, which will protect the owner from evil influences or bad
fortune. If traveling to Italy and to some of its more rural regions, you may still
be able to see the cornetto or horn attached to buildings for protection.

Do good luck charms work? No one really knows for certain. However,
what we do know is that throughout the ages, people from all cultures have
believed in and carried good luck charms; and from all current indications,
it appears that good luck charms will continue to play an important part of
peoples' lives for many more years to come.

(Suzan Babcock is a lecturer for MOFTI, in addition to being a full-
time lecturer and faculty member at the National Taiwan Normal University's
Department of English.)
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