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Fulfilling Three Weeks in ITA
MEERLEREIRGE / RBE REE

Thanks to Training Institute, Ministry of Finance (MOFTI), I am glad to have
this chance of writing down my gratitude to the 2019 International Taxation Academy
(ITA)! This is the first time I joined the ITA three- week program, which involved local
participants and foreign participants from 9 different countries. Every year the ITA
program introduce the ongoing latest trend about international taxation, and it’s better

for all of us to learn the new trend no matter what areas our works involve.

During the first-week session, | had a better understanding about Transfer
Pricing(TP) lectured by Prof. James B. McOmber. I think it is a little bit late for me
to take this chance because Prof. McOmber had already taught this class in ITA for
5 years! From day 1 to day 5, we learned the TP definition, Base Erosion and Profit
Shifting (BEPS) Guidance, Transfer Pricing Documentation and Country-by-Country
Reporting, and overview of TP methods. Prof. McOmber’s humorous words made the
difficult and tedious topics interesting that drove away our sleepiness. I believe more

understanding about Transfer Pricing will benefit my work in the near future!

In the second-week session, Prof. Edward Weite Hsieh showed us the latest tax
issue: From Trumponomics to Tax Reform: Idealistic versus Realistic. It is a good
chance for us, as Non-Americans, to have an overview of the American tax reform.
From economic perspective, how Trumponomics work and effect? and what would

influence all of us in some ways.

As time flied to the third-week session, the topic came as “Introduction for
Investment Structures and Business Models of Cross-Border E-Commerce”, lectured
by Accountant Yishian Lin. The session discussed about the investment structures
and business models of E-commerce, the development of new economic substance,
international trend for business tax, profit allocation, and so on. I had taken
Accountant Lin’s class in Chinese in MOFTI before. Supported by many details and
charts, Accountant Lin’s classes are always informative and practical. Sometimes the

ideas popped up during the session are helpful for audit inspection.
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When participating in the class, the instructors would ask foreign members some
questions about their countries’ taxation and regulations. It is quite interesting to
know the differences and comparisons among countries. During the group discussion
time, we shared different opinions and came up with our group’s presentations, which

improved group membership and brought deeper understanding about the courses.

On the first Friday, we had a study visit- Fiscal Information Agency, M.O.F.,in
which some of my colleagues went for meeting to take a look at how tax information
systems are planned and how they work. It was fun to learn that the foreign
participants were interested in the receipt lottery in Taiwan. However, due to typhoon
leave, we did not have the chance to go to another study visit- Trade-Van on the

second Friday.

Also, I joined the MOFTI’s Study Tour-Yingge Ceramics Museum and old street
on the first Saturday. It 1s my first time to go to Yingge Ceramics Museum and old
street despite that Yingge is near my hometown. We learned the history of Yingge
Ceramics industry and were astonished by those beautiful works of art. Making
handmade pottery is special experience for me and really appreciate such activity
because we can not only make our own souvenir but also form personal memory,
which is the hardship or surprise found within our own making pottery experience.
Take myself for example, I made pottery smoothly on the very beginning. But after
a while, I almost ruined it because I didn’t keep two hands balanced and thus shaped
my pottery terribly. Fortunately, my pottery was brought back to life in the end as the

staff save it. I hope I will do better next time.

During the three weeks, I have a fun time with the local and foreign participants
after classes. We enjoyed some trips together. It is a great chance to interact with
both local and foreign friends! I think that is what make ITA so special because we
can get acquainted with people from different areas! I used to hang around with my
colleagues and old classmates when I took the MOFTI classes before but this time
is different. We had so many enthusiastic participants from different organizations
such as customs, taxation bureaus etc. as well as friendly foreign participants from

different countries.

P. 10



We went to many tourist spots in Taipei. Although I visited some of them before,
there is always something new when you go to a place with different people. We
bumped into the breathtaking sunset during the trip to Tamsui as well as after an
exhausted hiking on Xiangshan, and we browsed through the teenage fashion and the
boom of cultural and creative works when visiting Ximending and Songshan Cultural
and Creative Park. As for delicious food, we went to Raohe Night Market to introduce
Taiwan cuisine to foreign friends, and we also had round table feast in Din Tai Fung,

where the foreign friends were so fond of the delicacy known as Xiao Long Bao.

When hanging around in Taipei or having breakfast and lunch together, we had more

time interacting with both local and foreign friends and talking about different cultures,
religions and lifestyles. Some of the foreign friends kept asking everything that came up to
in their mind when seeing something new and fresh, some of them were not quite talkative
but always photographed the attractive moments during each visit. We also experienced
the Typhoon leave and midnight earthquake in dormitory. That is indeed an unforgettable

moment for the participants from countries without those natural phenomena.

In the beginning, I had a hard time considering whether to join ITA program or
not because there were some heavy assignments that would probably cost time to deal
with at my work. But when I came here, I felt thankful and had a great time with new
friends. It is hardly to gather such lovely people together and have fun. I believe ITA
program will somehow benefit us in our future works no matter where we are, or it
just starting up a precious friendship just like a drone flied into the sky above Tamsui

on that day, kept fling higher and seeing broader.
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