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Metapraxis

Andrew Mosley

Many attractions in the world are cities with an abundance of culture and
heritage, for example, Paris, London, Rome, Kyoto and Beijing. A factor in these
cities attracting people is that cultural heritage laws have been enacted to encour-
age preservation and presentation of both tangible and intangible cultural heritage
such as traditional, sometimes ethnic, culture and festivals, historical buildings,
magnificent landscape and so on. Whether or not motivation for the laws goes
well beyond cultural heritage preservation, it is recognized that preserving cultur-
al heritage is key to maintaining the attractiveness of culture tourism.

The Cultural Heritage is the precious property that our ancestors left for
us. The historical meaning and cultural context that it contained could provide
us with some clues to the origin where we come from. By means of exhibition,
the value behind the Cultural Heritage could be unveiled to the world; thus, it
promotes the perception and understanding of the Cultural Heritage.

The concept of preservation of historical sites originates from Europe and
has become a worldwide trend since 1960s. Recently, under such an influence,
Taiwan is increasingly concerned about preservation of historical sites.

The evolution of preservation of historical sites is involved with political
and sociological factors and many interfaces need to be handled. Although the

"Cultural Heritage Preservation Act", promulgated in the beginning of 1980s,
had set up a legal basis for the preservation of historical sites, efforts were not
substantially made by the government in that period.

After 1990s, energetic citizens are voluntarily taking part in the process
of preservation of historical sites, which has made a turning point on the work
of preservation of historical sites in Taiwan.

As a combination of local culture and industry, a festival is usually
packed with various themes and features. This special event not only provides
an alternative to regular leisure activities but also attracts tourists and promotes
economic growth. In 2003, the first Taiwan Coffee Festival made famous the
coffee grown in the Gukeng Township. The event successfully promoted
Gukeng coffee and, more importantly, made Gukeng the village of coffee in
Taiwan. In 2004, this annual event produced an economic value of one billion
NT dollars. 

Taiwan is no longer a mere island country of high electronic technology.
It must mobilize all resources to attract the tourists to promote the national
economy. The government should make more efforts to maintain what we have
and show them to the world.

「財稅英語寫作班」學員優選作品—財政部台北關稅局辦事員 莊佳菱
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