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August 15, 2007

His Excellency

Ambassador Ting Joseph Shih
Embassy of the Republic of China (Taiwan)

Thru® the Commissioner of the Department
of General Sales Tax

It is with deep gratitude that |
would like to express my appreciation to
the government and people of Taiwan for
inviting me to the 2007 International Taxation
Academy. A special Thank you goes to the
Ministry of Finance Training Institute (MOFT]I),
Director General Mr. Yao Shing Wang, Senior
Secretary Mr. Tseng Yu Peng, Division Heads,
Executive Assistants and Staff for the great
hospitality we received during the entire three
weeks of training in Taiwan.

My experience at MOFTI since
arrival on July 8, 2007 was enlightening and
enjoyable. The hospitality extended to all the
visiting delegates by the competent, courteous
and professional staff of MOFTI is a testament
to their dedication to higher learning. The
professional and social interactions with
MOFTI" s superb staff during lunch and visits
to Taipei Metro Mall, Guanghua Computer
Showing Area, Fishman Harbor, Damsui Old
Town, Taipei Zoo, Shilin Night Market, National
Palace Museum, Hsimending Showing Area,
Taipei County Yingge Ceramics Museum and
Sansia Qingshui Zushi Temple was a great
experience and highly appreciated. | firmly
believe that to have incorporated a mixture
of culture in the learning process was an
excellent idea.

We experienced

the process and art of Chinese tea
drinking through the auspices of Director
General Mr. Wang Yao-Shing. | must say that
the entire experience was greatly appreciated,
and the facilitators can only be described as
excellent goodwill Ambassadors of beautiful
Taiwan. Thanks kindly MOFTI staff for your
great hospitality, xie xie. You all are hao bang.
I will miss piao liang Taipei Taiwan.

The recreational facilities within
the Academy were extremely valuable as |
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enjoyed
playing lawn tennis, every morning, and
badminton and table tennis on several
occasions.

The topics selected for discussion at
the 2007 International Taxation Academy
were very relevant as they are important
components to developed and growing
economies and global trends. Our first week
of lectures with Professor Dennis Calfee was
very interesting. His topic, which dealt with
International Trends in the Reform of Estate
and Gift Tax, was a learning process for me. |
was able to compare the United States system
that was used as a model for Estate and Gift
tax to our system in Belize which is based
on the British system. In Belize for instance,
Estate Duty was levied on an owner occupied
residence until the law was repealed in April of
1999.

I cannot over emphasize the value
of the discussions and interactions with
Professor Calfee and fellow foreign and local
participants. The new concepts, practices
and trends disseminated throughout these
presentations/discussions empowered
us to be more appreciative of the
reasons for the differences and
similarities in our tax structures, so that
when we are called upon to negotiate
tax treaties we can obtain the best
results for all involved.

The visit to the Financial Data
Center FDC was also timely; it afforded
the foreign participants an opportunity
to observe the use of advanced technology
for automation of administrative systems in
the provision of services to both the public
and private sector. The implementation of
the e-filing facility for various taxes including
income tax via the Internet was interesting as
we at the Department of General Sales Tax
are developing similar platform for efficient
and cost effective delivery services. Like
Taiwan, where compliance is almost 100%, we
in Belize aspire for similar type of compliances
some day soon.

BFRFRFR YIS 23HA/£2 S Mr. Evan Brown
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Mr. John Cohn’ s lectures
were interesting; he drew from his
experience to discuss the practices
of Tax Incentives, its advantages
and disadvantages, trends and
comparisons in other countries. He
was able to compare and contrast
statutes and practices in and outside
the United States to reinforce his
points. Also discussed was the
realization of investing internationally in real
property as it relates to our region in Central
America and its implications. The practice in
the United States and Mexico as mentioned by
Mr. Cohn is that property or land is depreciated
over a period of time to discourage the use
of land holdings for speculation purposes.
The incentive therefore, is to encourage land
development.

In one segment of his presentation Mr.
Cohn looked at tax gap, that is, the extent to
which taxpayers are
compliant in filing
their returns and |
remitting payment
on the due date.
It is believed
that one way of
decreasing the
tax gap is to
increase publicity
awareness
on actions taken and the results of
prosecution of offenders in order to increase
the deterrent effect. In my opinion, Tax
incentives, rigorous taxpayer education,
continuous enforcement and capacity building,
combined with coordination among all
government agencies can greatly reduce the
tax gap in Belize. Mr. Cohn suggested that
there should also be coordination among tax
authorities globally to alleviate difficulties faced
in fighting transfer pricing, which is a problem
faced by all tax administrations.

non-

In concluding, | must once again say xie
xie to the entire staff of MOFTI on behalf of my
fellow participants for the hao bang time we
shared in Taipei, Taiwan. It was a wonderful
experience and | am happy to have been a
part of it all.

Again, thanks and congratulations to
the staff at MOFTI, the spirit of teamwork
you displayed was remarkable. Keep up the
excellent work MOFTI in setting your goals
and objectives for a very bright future.

EVAN BROWN
BELIZE
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